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August 10,1976 
Editorial 
Roots and Trees 
W E ARE NOW in the biennium leading to the 200th 
Anniversary General Conference. 
These two years will be a time to look back — a time to 
become more knowledgeable of our history; of who we are 
and why we are who we are. 
Let us not be reluctant to recall our past. I have been 
impressed with the many denominations which have been 
making obvious efforts to become acquainted with their 
history. No doubt this reflects some of the United States 
Bicentennial emphasis. But it is still true that we better 
understand the present when we understand the past. 
These two years will be a time to look ahead. The 
purpose of roots is to give nourishment and stability to the 
tree or plant. My impression of the recent conference is 
that we are prepared to look ahead — in fact we are 
already looking ahead. There was a positive note at the 
conference. 
I believe that we are more aware of and appreciative of 
our identity as a church. My generation had a bit of a 
hang-up on who we were. Some effort was made to forget 
it. Some even escaped from it. The younger leadership is 
excited about the Brethren in Christ. They feel good about 
the church. This is a basic essential to church growth. 
We are committed to church growth at all levels of 
church life — congregational as well as mission and exten-
sion. I believe that the increase in numerical growth 
experienced during the past year will continue. There is a 
momentum which comes as churches begin to grow which 
I expect to occur and to continue. 
If time continues I predict that the Brethren in Christ 
Church will, as it grows, experience much change in its 
personality as a cross section of our communities come 
into the church. We may need to stop asking, "Now, who 
was your father?" or "Did you attend Messiah?" In fact 
we may need to be careful as to what kind of questions we 
ask about their past or the marital status. 
This will be an occasion to rediscover the meaning of 
salvation by grace and not by works — what it really 
means to be brothers and sisters in Christ. 
From the Editor 
As in years past we highlight the General Conference in 
pictures. We make no attempt to give a report on the 
actions of the conference in this photo presentation. We 
assume that the vast majority of our readers will have re-
ceived a report from the congregational delegate. 
In the V I S I T O R presentation we attempt to capture some 
of the "feeling" of the conference. We were ably helped in 
this through the fine photographic skill of Sonja Stump. 
After serving as conference photographer for many years, 
Amos Buckwalter asked to be relieved of this assignment. 
Whereupon we contacted Sonja who was interested in 
taking this assignment for which she was well qualified 
(she is a professional photographer) and by which she 
could serve the church. Jesse Ensminger assisted Sonja in 
the assignment. Our thanks to Sonja and Jesse. 
Three theme sermons centering on the General Con-
ference Theme, "Conserving and Sharing God's Re-
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sources" opened the morning session of conference (Mon-
day, Tuesday, and Wednesday). In this issue we present 
the first message of the three, "Holy Living, Posessions, 
and the Poor" by J. Wilmer Heise. 
In subsequent issues we will publish the other two 
sermons as well as the message of Thursday morning by 
Rev. Benjamin Reid. 
The article by Bishop C. B. Byer entitled "The Pure in 
Heart" complements well the article by Heisey. I believe 
that this balanced emphasis upon inward and outward 
holiness is one of the truths committed to the Brethren in 
Christ. 
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General Conference-Administrators 
At 3:30, Saturday after-
noon, Moderator Roy Sider 
(right) called the 104th Gen-
eral Conference into session. 
There was some divided 
interest as the Bike Hikers 
were reported nearing the 
Conference Grounds and 
parents, pastors, and friends 
wanted to be present to wit-
ness their arrival 
All who attend Confer-
ence are indebted to the 
hard and efficient work of 
our Convention Director, 
Paul Hostetler (left). His 
duties are legion and prob-
lems unexpected but he rose 
to each occasion. (Added to 
his burdens were even curfew 
violations which he force-
fully handled). 
Our thanks to Brother 
Hostetler for his efforts for 
our welfare. 
But Conference business 
went on with the appoint-
ment of a clerical staff (see 
below) and the election 
of the assistant moderator, 
who is elected from the 
Board of Administration. 
The choice was Rev. Alvin 
Book, pastor of Fellowship 
Chapel, Bronx, N. Y. Mode-
rator Sider welcomes his 
assistant (right) who served 
effectively and seriously 
(below). 
The attendance at General 
Conference exceeded earlier 
expectations. Voting mem-
bership was 390, com-
pared with 411 at the Con-
ference of 1974. 
This was a family con-
ference. Activities were 
provided for children and 
youth. The burden for this 
fell on the California church. 
It was all well done. 
The moderator would be 
the first to state that the 
work of the Conference is 
really performed by the 
General Conference Sec-
retary, Arthur M. Climen-
haga and his staff. 
At right Sider, Climen-
haga, and Recording Sec-
retary John A. Byers confer 
on an important but un-
known item. Below (right) 
Leo Duncan and Mary Lou 
Ruegg, Compiling Secre-
taries, keep track of Con-
ference action. 
Pages consisted of Leigh 
Ann Feeney, Candy Longa-
necker, and Daryl Climen-
haga (lower left). Mike Gose 
(top left), served as Reading 
Clerk. 
Behind the scenes Lona 
Climenhaga and her staff, 
Dorothy Fries and Joyce 
Ginder, kept the secretarial 
and clerical work up to date. 
They published a daily bul-
letin, with Jan Harmon as 
editor, which would be a 
credit to any conference. 
General Conference-Assistants 
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General Conference-Great Moments 
Sunday was a great day. 
Conference members at-
tended Brethren in Christ 
churches in the area Sun-
day morning. There was 
the Conference Message 
on Sunday evening. 
And in between on Sunday 
afternoon there was the 
musical program, "His Love 
Reaching" and "Alleluia" 
by the Upland Brethren in 
Christ Church with a 30 
piece orchestra under the 
direction of A1 Clift (right). 
4 Evangelical Visitor 
The week-end Lovefeast, with a 
Saturday evening Feet-Washing and 
Communion Service, is an old tradition 
within the Brethren in Christ. 
There were overtones of this tradi-
tion in the Saturday evening Feet Wash-
ing-Healing-Communion Service. A 
large audience participated. Medita-
tions were brought by Larry Martens, 
Charles Norman (far left and next, 
respectively, in photograph), and Sam 
Fisher (not shown). 
It was a first for a General 
Conference — the arrival 
of the Bike Hikers after a 
1,260 mile trip from their 
starting point at Dodge 
City, Kansas. 
They were a tired, sun-
tanned, and excited group 
who later appeared before 
a session of the Confer-
ence, where they sang their 
"Out-Spokin" theme song 
and some gave testimonies. 
They received a standing 
ovation from the Conference 
body. 
The auditorium was 
crowded on Sunday evening 
for the Conference Sermon. 
Doug Martin led in singing 
(the words were projected 
on the screen in the absence 
of hymnals); Bishop Phile-
mon Kumalo, presently 
in study at Fuller Theologi-
cal Seminary, read the 
Scripture and respected 
Bible scholar, teacher and 
churchman, Alden Long, 
brought the Conference 
Message, "A Sharing God— 
A New People." 
General Conference-People 
Some Gave Theme Sermons 
J. Wilmer Heisey Edgar Stoesz 
A significant part of the Conference was the theme 
sermons which related to the Conference Theme "Conserv-
ing and Sharing God's Resources." These theme sermons 
will appear in the Evangelical Visitor, the first one by J. 
Wilmer Heisey appearing on page eight of this issue. 
Warren Hoffman Daniel Chamberlain 
These sermons then became the basis for discussion led by 
Daniel Chamberlain, Dean of Messiah College, and Presi-
dent-elect of Houghton College. These well prepared ser-
mons and ably administered discussion sessions were profit-
able (prophetable) experiences. 
Some Were Older-Some Not So Old 
Among those present at General Conference with long 
years of service in the church were (left to right) Harry 
Buckwalter, E. J. Swalm, and A. C. Burkholder. Brother 
Swalm and Brother Burkholder have pretty good confer-
ence attendance records — 51 and 52 conferences respec-
tively. (That is going to be hard to beat with our biennial 
pattern). 
Representing the Ministerial Training Committee were 
four men who had received support for their training 
through the Committee on Ministerial Training. Gordon 
Gilmore (at podium); (read left to right) John Fries, 
Leonard Chester, and Dale Engle. They represent more 
than 40 men who have since the establishing of the Com-
mittee on Ministerial Training received scholarship aid in 
preparation for the ministry. 
Lucille Wingert represents 
the musicians who contributed 
to the singing of the confer-
ence. The Brethren in Christ 
are a singing people. This con-
ference was no exception. May 
it ever be so! 
The editor had a number of 
photographs in his file which he 
could have used but it just 
seemed appropriate to recog-
nize the return to the General 
Conference, after several years 
absence, of Brother C. W. 
Boyer. Welcome back "C . W . " 
and may there be many more. 
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There Were Others 
Dr. Benjamin Reid, pastor of 
a Los Angeles inner-city con-
gregation, brought an electri-
fying message to the final ses-
sion of the conference. It will 
appear in a subsequent issue of 
the Visitor. 
Robert Hempy, pastor of the 
Upland congregation, spoke at 
the Spiritual Life Rally on 
Wednesday evening. 
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Music — special and congregational — is always an 
important part of a General Conference. The "Sounds of 
Joy," composed of ladies from southern California 
churches, are shown above during an appearance at the 
Ministers Wives meeting. They also sang at one of the con-
ference sessions. 
A male chorus is never difficult to assemble when 
Brethren in Christ men get together and conference was no 
exception. They are shown singing at the Sunday evening 
session. 
On a number of occasions the Bell Choir from the 
Upland Church supplied music for the conference. 
H u b e r t and Evangel ine Stern page 
through the college yearbook at the Mes-
siah College display. 
Charlie Byers, minister of the Gospel 
Tide Hour appears pleased to welcome an 
unidentified visitor to the Broadcast 's 
booth. 
The Board of Christian Education dis-
play becomes a good spot for Alvin Book 
to make a point with Nicholas Mnkandla , 
from Rhodesia, now studying at Fuller 
Theological Seminary. 
Mr . Stewardship (Alvin C. Burkholder) 
shows A v e r y and G r a c e W i n g e r t a 
brochure which is part of congregational 
stewardship material. 
O b v i o u s l y Dan ie l C h a m b e r l a i n is 
making a point as he talks with Stan Long, 
Manager of the Upland Christian Light 
Bookstore. Did Stan make a sale? 
Climenhaga makes presentation of 
copy to author. 
M o n d a y e v e n i n g , 
following an abbreviated 
business session, the Con-
ference adjourned to meet in 
the College Dining Room 
for the official presentation 
of the history of Upland 
College, written by Morris 
Sider, entitled A Vision for 
Service. 
A standing room audi-
ence shared in the occasion 
MC'd by Arthur Climen-
haga, former President of 
Upland College. The Cali-
fornia chapter of the Up-
l a n d - M e s s i a h A l u m n i 
A s s o c i a t i o n hos ted the 
evening. 
The author with Paul Engle (left) and Wendell Har-
mon (right), former teachers at Upland, to whom the book 
is dedicated. 
The Myron Tweed family supplied music for the even-
ing. Myron taught music at the college and directed music 
at the Upland Church. 
Owen Alderfer, who gave brief re-
marks of reflection, shown with wife 
Ardys. 
Alvin Burkholder with wife Vera. 
Alvin, whose father was one of the 
founders of the college, had the clos-
ing prayer. 
General Conference--In Conclusion 
August 10, 1976 
A change of procedure was 
put into effect at this confer-
ence with the election of the 
Assistant Moderator at the 
ciose of the conference rather 
than at the opening session. He 
serves during the biennium — 
through the next conference. 
The Conference's choice for 
assistant moderator was Glenn 
Ginder, associate pastor of the 
Upland congregation, shown 
(left) addressing the confer-
ence. 
The conference also stayed 
in the West for the choice of 
Moderator choosing Bishop 
Donald Shafer to his first term 
as Moderator. He is shown at 
left receiving his charge from 
the retiring Moderator and 
(above) acknowledges the deci-
sion of the conference as he 
assumes the leadership for the 
church in the biennium leading 





AND THE POOR 
J. Wilmer Heisey 
M Y WIFE and I had the great 
privilege of living for about three years 
with the Tinguians — certainly one of 
the finest people on this earth. Oh, it's 
true that this peace-loving people had 
not yet established peace-pacts with all 
of their neighbors across the farther 
mountain ranges — so they were still 
stereotyped as "head hunters." As 
Velma and I lived with them, the 
mutuality of our sharing was both 
necessary and delightful. We talked 
together about many things. I was a 
teacher both in and out of the class-
room, and of course, used illustra-
tions. One day I was trying to explain 
the difference between rice farming 
and wheat farming, using Velma's 
father in Canada as an example. I told 
how the wheat fields were usually dry, 
rather than under six inches of water. I 
mentioned that in Canada the wheat 
fields are large — one farmer's wheat 
field being larger than Tangiden. Now 
Tangiden was that beautiful section 
along the river where the more than 40 
families of Lamao had their "best" 
rice paddies. Imagine my shock 
when, in following days, I began to 
hear what was being said about me . . . 
"Mr . Heisey married the daughter of 
the Richest Man in Canada." My first 
impulse was to laugh it o f f . . . then, I 
was surpassed (to borrow an African 
phrase). My friends had made a valid 
conclusion. From their perspective, I 
was indeed very rich, for how else 
would Laban Climenhaga ever have 
given his approval for me to marry his 
daughter? 
This article is a slight abridgement of the "Theme Sermon" presented at the morning session of General Conference, Monday, July 5. The writer is Executive Secretary for the Board for Missions. 
From that day to this I have had to 
live more responsibly. When I re-
visited my Tinguian friends more than 
20 years later, I had another rude 
shock. My most embarrassing mo-
ment came when one of my closest 
friends expressed displeasure in the 
fact that I was 50 pounds heavier than 
when I walked with them through 
their mountains. You see, in their 
world only rich people can afford to 
put on that much weight. They saw me 
as one of those in the world that eats 
food from the sweat of other men's 
brows. So I am no longer free to pass 
off the scriptural passages that speak 
of God's attitude toward possessions 
and His concern for the poor. That 
Word is for me just the same as for a 
Getty, a Hughes, or the Rockefellers. 
What is God's attitude toward the 
things of this physical world? The 
Bible is not vague on this point, nor 
are its words scarce. Someone has said 
that this is the second-most common 
theme in the whole Bible. 
The world and all that H e created is very 
good. 
God is just as intimately related to 
material things as He is related to His 
acts of Redemption. 
God ' s provision for the physical needs of 
His creation is just as adequate as is 
His provision for man ' s soul. 
The dislocation of God 's resources, 
where some have more than they 
need, while others lack, is a direct 
result of sin. 
God has, throughout the Scriptures, 
called His people to become redemp-
tive agents to work at the redistri-
bution of wealth to meet the needs of 
all people. 
If these five statements seem to be 
overdrawn, consider these glimpses 
into the WORD: 
" I have given you every plant yielding 
seed that is on the surface of all the 
earth, and every tree which has fruit 
yielding seed; it shall be food for you; 
. . . And God saw all that H e had made , 
and behold, it was very g o o d " (Gen. 
1:29-31). 
God's keeping in touch with His 
creation, and its disintegration, is 
chronicled in Genesis and Exodus. 
Dark shadows appeared when God 
was speaking to his trespassing "first 
couple" of the race — " . . . in the 
sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, 
till thou return unto the ground." 
God's first recorded command to 
Abraham included a clear command 
to obedience so that he might become 
a "blessing" to others. The drama of 
God's anxiety over man's sufferings 
breaks out at the Burning Bush: 
" I have surely seen the affliction of M y 
people who are in Egypt, and have given 
heed to their cry because of their task-
masters, for I am aware of their suffer-
ings. S o I have come down to deliver 
them from the power of the Egyptians, 
and to bring them up f rom that land to a 
good and spacious land, to a land flow-
ing with milk and honey . . . " (Exodus 
3:7-8). 
God through Moses, gave a most 
daring formula for maintaining justice 
and social welfare among His people. 
At Sinai, God was far more radical 
than any General Conference in my 
day. There , He said, love God 
supremely — deal justly with your 
neighbor — no stealing — no covet-
to page ten 
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K A R L MENNINGER, one of 
America ' s foremost psychologists, 
writes a book entitled Whatever Be-
came of Sin? In his "misplaced 
preface" he mentions the popular 
thinking toward guilt, morality, per-
missiveness, and the like, and then 
makes this statement. "Disease and 
treatment have been the watchwords 
of the day, and little is said about 
selfishness or guilt or the morality gap. 
And certainly no one talks about sin!" 
There is something reflected in those 
words that seems to make a fitting in-
troduction to this article on "The Pure 
in Heart ." 
Preachers, theologians, seminaries, 
camps, cell groups, spiritual libera-
tion movements, and charismatic 
movements make much of the bap-
tism with the Holy Spirit, the deeper 
life, the liberated life, the gifts of the 
Spirit, the signs, confession, and the 
like — but whatever became of the 
teaching on "The Pure in Heart"? 
Doesn't it have a place in modern-day 
preaching and teaching as a correc-
tive to human behavior? Is it no longer 
relevant to clean living? Does counsel-
ing and talk about love and confes-
sion in sensitivity groups, and the " I 'm 
OK, you're O K " movements so 
supersede the pure in heart that such 
teaching is no longer of value? Do they 
deal effectively and lastingly with such 
things as selfishness, envy, hatred, 
pride, jealousy, meanness, unclean sex 
life, self love, and self pity? Is sin a 
mental disease that is caused by some 
kind of bad circumstances only? Or is 
there something in the heart known as 
"sin" which nothing can effectively 
cure, except the cleansing blood of the 
Lord Jesus Christ? 
Believe me, I thank God for the 
Holy Spirit movements, deeper life 
The writer is bishop of the Atlantic Regional 
Conference. He is also the pastor of the Gospel 
Tide Hour radio ministry. 
conferences, the sanctified life, and the 
discovery and the proper exercise of 
gifts. But there appears to be a "lost 
chord" in the chorus of voices on these 
movements, as well as the so called 
"liberated" Christian life. When it 
comes to what is known as "Christian 
counseling" there appears to be all 
kinds of novel ways to circumvent the 
painful knife of "circumcision of the 
heart." 
The Scriptures are not silent on the 
subject! There is a preponderance of 
them that speak to the "pure in heart" 
both plainly and in inference. The self-
centeredness of man as he comes in 
conflict with himself, with others, and 
with God blotches the pages of his-
tory with conflicts, violence, wars, and 
oppression. And while "behavioral 
scientists" can do many things, yet 
they cannot seem to help man to 
"break out of the prison of his inborn 
self-centeredness." 
What then do the Scriptures say 
about the pure heart? Listen to what 
Jesus said in the Sermon on the 
Mount, "Blessed are the pure in heart: 
for they shall see God" (Matthew 5:8). 
He pinpoints man's problem by say-
ing " . . . out of the heart of men, 
proceed . . . evil things . . ." (Mark 
7:21-23). The psalmist David poses the 
question, "Who shall ascend into the 
hill of the Lord? or who shall stand in 
His holy place?" He immediately 
comes with the answer, "He that hath 
clean hands and a pure heart" (Psalm 
24:3-4). And what was David praying 
for in Psalm 51 when he prayed, 
"Create in me a clean heart, O God 
. . ." and again, "Purge me with 
hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, 
and I shall be whiter than snow" 
(Psalm 51:10 and 7). Je remiah 
recognized the problem of the un-
clean heart when he said, "The heart is 
decei tful above all things, and 
desperately wicked" (Jeremiah 17:9). 
Paul told Timothy, "The end of the 
commandment is charity out of a pure 
heart" (I Timothy 1:5). And Peter 
admonished the believers, " . . . see 
that ye love one another with a pure 
heart fervently" (I Peter 1:22). 
James says, "Cleanse your hands, 
ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye 
double minded (James 4:8). And what 
does John mean when in his first 
epistle, chapter 3 and verse 3 — "And 
every man that hath this hope in him 
purifieth himself, even as he is pure." 
And again in chapter 1, verse 9, "If we 
confess our sins, He is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness." And 
what happened to Isaiah the prophet, 
who recognizing his uncleanness, had 
his lips touched with a live coal from 
off the altar, and heard the angel say, 
"Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and 
thine iniquity is taken away, and thy 
sin purged"? Is it all a figure of speech 
only? Or did something happen deep 
inside himself? What do you think 
happened in the hearts of the early be-
lievers when their "hearts were puri-
fied by faith"? (Acts 15:9). To come 
back again to the words of the Master, 
"Blessed are the pure in heart; for they 
shall see God." Christ proceeded to 
answer that question in the sermon 
that followed — the Sermon on the 
Mount (Matthew 5, 6, and 7). 
Many of the hymns that came out of 
the revival of the Wesleys in the eight-
eenth century and following that 
period speak to the point of the clean 
heart or the pure in heart. "Finish 
then, Thy new creation; Pure and spot-
less let us be." Or, "Plenteous grace 
with Thee is found, Grace to cover all 
my sin; Let the healing streams 
abound; Make and keep tne pure with-
in." Or the song by Augustus Top-
lady — "Be of sin the double cure, 
save from wrath and make me pure." 
These song writers believed that it was 
more than an imputed purity, but 
to page fourteen 
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HOLY LIVING, POSSESSIONS, AND THE POOR 
from page eight 
ing! John Zercher told us, in the June 
25 Evangelical Visitor, about his dis-
covery that the essence of coveting is 
wanting more. 
In the Code He gave through 
Moses, God gave specifics to His 
people. They would need to continue 
to work at the redistribution of the 
wealth in the "milk and honey" land, 
so that all needs were met. The fact 
that some prosper while others be-
come poor does not change their in-
herent worth and God knows that we 
forget that without His reminding us. 
He expects His people to help each 
other according to need. 
" Y o u shall not harden your heart, nor 
close your hand from your poor brother; 
but you shall freely open your hand to 
him, and shall generously lend him 
sufficient for his need in whatever he 
lacks . . . Beware lest there is a base 
thought in your hea r t . . . and your eye is 
hostile toward your poor brother . . . 
and it will be a sin in you. You shall 
generously give to him, and your heart 
shall not be grieved when you give to 
him, because for this thing the Lord 
your God will bless you in all your work 
and in all your undertakings" (Deut. 
15:7-10). 
God's promise of blessing was to 
those who identified with His con-
cerns and did His work of restoring 
the poor neighbors. God "seeded" 
their imaginations with ideas for 
relieving the disparities. Notice the 
ideas: 
Leaving grain in the corner of the fields 
for the poor to glean. 
Letting the crop in the sabbatical year 
for the poor to gather. 
Paying wages daily to the poor. 
Unlimited participation in the feasts by 
the strangers, widows and fatherless. 
Portions of the third-year tithe to be 
shared by the landless, the Levites, the 
strangers, widows, and orphans. 
God, Himself, held to the absolute 
ownership of the land — and for good 
reasons . . . so that He could appor-
tion it out according to the needs of 
each tribe, each clan in the tribe, and 
each family in the clan. The Jubilee 
Year could only make sense to a 
people who belong to God. On that 
year debts were cancelled, servants 
were set free, and land was returned to 
the original holders. 
"The land, moreover, shall not be sold 
permanently, for the land is mine; for 
you are but aliens and sojourners with 
me. Thus for every piece of your proper-
ty, you are to provide for the redemp-
tion of the land" (Lev. 25:23-24). 
Archeologists tell us that their 
diggings at the sites of the towns of the 
Israelites show that, "the houses of the 
10th century B.C. are all the same size 
and arrangement. Each represents the 
dwelling of a family which lived in the 
same way as its neighbors." But, by 
the 8th century B.C., when rebellious 
kingdoms had forsaken God and His 
ideas of justice, " . . . the contrast is 
striking . . . the rich houses are bigger 
and better built and in a different 
quarter from that where the poor 
houses are huddled together." It was 
in this fundamental breakdown of 
justice that God sent the thundering 
prophet, Amos, and not only that 
crude herdsman — there was also the 
sensitive Hosea, the weeping Jere-
miah, and that "prince" who saw both 
the heights of God's glory and the 
depths of man's desolation — Isaiah. 
We cannot take the time to read from 
those prophetic utterances. Let us 
remember that God vindicated all His 
faithful prophets by bringing judgment 
to purify His people for violating His 
holy plan for them. 
THE NEW TESTAMENT 
But what about the New Testa-
ment? The virgin Mary said, "He hath 
filled the hungry with good things, but 
has sent the rich away empty." 
John the Baptist said to those in the 
crowd considering repentance, "The 
man with two tunics should share with 
him who has none, and the one who 
has food should do the same . . ." 
To the tax collectors he said, "Don't 
collect any more than you are required 
to . . . " 
And to the soldiers, "Don't extort 
money and don't accuse people falsely 
But, what did Jesus say: "The Spirit 
of the Lord is on me; therefore, he has 
anointed me to preach Good News to 
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
freedom for the prisoners and re-
covery of sight for the blind — to 
release the oppressed — to proclaim 
the year of the Lord's favor." 
Then, Jesus went around doing 
good — concentrating on the needs of 
the poor. He called disciples to leave 
their homes, their lands and their busi-
nesses to become a part of His 
redemptive minis try. They were 
organized with a treasurer, and they 
lived and worked as a radically differ-
ent community. They accepted the 
help and participation of women. They 
paid bills — they gave offerings to the 
poor. Jesus challenged others to join 
Him. In His unerring knowledge of 
men, He made the call to discipleship 
according to the temperament and 
gifts of each man. To the expert in the 
law, he said, "Love God with heart . . . 
soul. . . strength . . . and mind . . . and 
love your neighbor as yourself." To 
Zaccheus — "Zaccheus, I must stay at 
your house today." To that likable 
ruler, Jesus said, " . . . you still lack 
one thing. Sell everything you have 
and give to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven. Then come, follow 
me." To do that, the ruler would have 
to exchange his personal security in 
houses and lands for the provisions of 
this new community Jesus was estab-
lishing, of which Judas was the treas-
urer. This demand made the man very 
sad (and all the rest of us who watch 
him). It was at this point that Jesus 
said, 
"Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for a 
rich man to enter the Kingdom of G o d " 
(Luke 18:25). 
This sent a ripple of anxiety among 
those who heard Jesus say it. In the 
interchange that followed, Peter said, 
" . . . We have left All we had to follow 
you . . ." To that Jesus responded, 
" N o one who has left home or wife, or 
brothers or parents, or children for the 
sake of the Kingdom of God will fail to 
receive many times as much in this age 
and, in the age to come, eternal life" 
(Luke 18:29). 
What gracious words! But only 
through the faithfulness of obedient 
disciples can this happen within the 
Kingdom in this age. Note these 
several things that stand out about 
Jesus' attitude toward possessions: 
He endorsed the use and enjoyment of 
the good things of this earth. 
He rejected dependence upon wealth 
and property. 
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H e used material things to satisfy 
human needs. 
THE EARLY CHURCH 
What was the impact of Jesus' 
example on the church? Did His ascen-
sion cause His disciples to drift back 
to their houses and lands, taking up a 
more normal life where they left off? It 
is at this point that the power of the re-
surrected Christ became visible even 
to t he i r enemies . W i t h o u t any 
legislated socialistic schemes, the new 
community began to care for each 
other's needs. Some sold houses and 
lands to meet the needs of the group — 
but there is no evidence that the selling 
of houses and lands was a require-
ment for belonging to the group. The 
rich voluntarily joined the group, and 
the poor were respected members of a 
community that had favor "with all 
the people." When problems of distri-
bution surfaced, the group faced 
matters squarely, took appropriate 
action — and the church grew — and 
the Word of the Lord prevailed! 
A real test to the church came when 
it was no longer a homogeneous 
grouping of Jews and Jewish prose-
lytes. There was a lot of discipleship 
training needed for the Gentiles who 
had no heritage of being God's pecu-
liar people. By now, Paul was on the 
scene, and kept shuttling back and 
forth between the Jews and Gentiles — 
working hard at bringing Christ's 
lordship into the totality of the lives of 
the new converts. The sharing of pos-
sessions was one way for a Gentile to 
get through to his Jewish brother that 
God's love had really given him this 
New Life too. In this period, Paul's 
"relief budget" got more attention 
than his "mission budget." But Paul 
wasn't satisfied with a little spurt of 
emotional response. He taught that, 
under the Spirit's guidance, the people 
of God would go beyond Moses' 
guidelines in Leviticus and Deuteron-
omy. 
We have passed swiftly through 
several thousands of years of history, 
getting pictures and profiles of God's 
views on possessions and His attitude 
toward the poor. To the Israelites in 
the Old Testament and to the Dis-
ciples of Jesus in the New Covenant it 
was clear what God wanted. He wants 
to do His compassionate work 
through His people! Is that still true 
today? Let me suggest several reasons 
why it is so hard for us Brethren in 
Christ to face that question today: 
1. Our present economic well-being 
makes it possible for us to isolate 
o u r s e l v e s f r o m t h e needy 
brother. We have the power to 
live where the poor brother is not 
in plain view. 
2. The poor neighbor lacks the 
power to press his claim, and 
gain our attention. 
3. In our economic system we have 
developed ideas about initiative 
and individualism that have led 
many of us to question the validi-
ty of God's position about the 
"rights" of the poor brother. 
4. Many sincere Christians honest-
ly feel that they are not guilty of 
oppressing the poor. 
Are there biblical answers to these 
four defenses against really sharing 
our possessions with the poor of this 
world. I offer, for your consideration, 
these thoughts: 
Regarding Isolation from the Poor 
It was our power to move away that 
set in motion the development of 
exclusive communities and left aging 
deteriorating communities in their 
wake. On the world scene, we do most 
of our traveling for reasons other than 
to see our poor neighbors. But there 
are ways to compensate, IF we have 
the will to love as Jesus loved, our TV 
screens can even be used to see our 
neighbors better. Why not have the 
children make a large banner to 
mount just above the TV screen with 
these words, 
" I f anyone has material possessions and 
sees his brother in need but has no pity 
on him, how can the love of God be in 
Him? . . . let us not love with words or 
tongue but with actions, and in t ru th" (I 
John 3:17-18). 
Regarding the Silent Poor 
God "heard" Israel's cry in Egypt. 
The Samaritan went over to the side of 
the road to help that wounded Jew on 
the Jericho road. God's love makes us 
willing to listen, and to go close 
enough to see the suffering neighbor. 
How much time we have left (individ-
ually and corporately) to work as 
advocates for the poor, none of us 
know. Some voices are saying that the 
next great confrontation in the world 
will be between the dispossessed and 
those of us identified with fabled 
wealth. It 's sobering that such talk is 
only a contemporary expression of 
warnings in Scriptures — " . . . woe to 
you rich . . ." 
Regarding Initiative 
Aren't we right in promoting and 
preserving individual effort? Unless 
our goal is to share what we have with 
those in need, that's a very tough ques-
tion. If you are "really" poor, you 
know that to be poor is to be power-
less. Having wealth gives power which 
is an aid to developing initiative. The 
poor man lacks opportunity to get out 
of his hovel. The reasons most of us 
fail to see that point is because we 
have always had enough power and 
enough opportunity to get a start. 
Most poor people have been cursed by 
a legacy of poverty that extends back 
for generations. 
In recent times, government is the 
primary initiator of share-the-wealth 
schemes. Surveys have shown that the 
average conservative evangelical 
Christian sees little or no religious sig-
nificance to the causes of poverty. 
What must be said of Christians 
whose attitudes are more nearly like 
the kings of Israel in the 8th century 
B.C., than like the attitude of the 
Creator of all things? 
Regarding Our Innocence 
A footnote on the history of Sodom 
may surprise us. In Ezekiel we learn 
that it was not immorality but neglect 
of the poor that brought God's judg-
ment upon them. Notice— 
"Behold, this was the guilt of your sister 
Sodom, she and her daughters had ar-
rogance, abundant food, and careless 
ease, but she did not help the poor and 
needy. Thus they were haughty and 
committed abominations before me. 
Therefore I removed them when I saw 
i t" (Ezek. 16:49-50). 
Are we using our wealth to help our 
brothers in need? Both Old and New 
Testaments say that's what wealth is 
for. The Apostle James is not very in-
spiring to some, but he has given us 
some pithy comments that fit the 
lesson subject. Listen to him: 
"Suppose a brother or sister is without 
clothes and daily food. If one of you 
says to him, 'Go, I wish you well; keep 
warm and well fed,' but does nothing 
about his physical needs, what good is 
it? . . . 
. . . Now listen, you rich people, weep 
and wail because of the misery that is 
coming upon you. Your wealth has 
rotted, and moths have eaten your 
clothes. Your gold and silver are cor-
roded. Their corruption will testify 
against you and eat your flesh like fire. 
You have hoarded wealth in the last 
d a y s . . ." 
John Woolman, a Quaker, lived in 
New Jersey during the years just be-
fore the Revolutionary War. As re-
vealed from his journal, covering his 
life-span of 52 years, his whole adult 
life was a disciplined quest for holy 
living. As he attended the monthly and 
quarterly meetings of Friends he 
obeyed the Spirit to speak the truth as 
he believed God wanted him to do. He 
"learned" both the joy and the pain of 
speaking the truth in love. He was 
to page fourteen 
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The Children Had a Wonderful Time 
Children at General Conference participated in many 
interesting and exciting activities. The theme for their 
sessions was "God's Secrets." 
Sunday evening Bob and Linda Baker presented Daniel 
in the Lions Den using marionettes. During the week the 
children watched Gabe's Gab Show. Gabe (Glenn Ginder) 
interviewed various characters from the Bible. These char-
acters gave the children clues to God's Secrets. 
The children also enjoyed family groups, recreation, 
Bible discovery, celebration times, and a trip to the beach. 
On the last day of conference the children had a Praise 
Procession in which they marched into the business session 
of conference and sang for the conference body. 
The children had many happy times together learning 
about God's Secrets and the greatest secret — Jesus 
Christ. 
The children singing for the conference body during the Praise 
Procession. 
Gabe (Glenn Ginder) interviewing David (Doug Mart in) during 
Gabe 's Gab Show. 
Children's Activities Director, Lois Tidg-
well, leading a children's session. 
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Bob and Linda Baker present Daniel in the 
Lions Den. 
Judy S tump and children preparing to 
leave for the beach. 
Youth were active participants in General Con-
ference. In addition to the regular conference 
activities, special youth activities were planned. 
These activities included a Barbecue, Praise and 
Prayer Sessions, a trip to Disneyland, Bible Quiz-
zing play offs, recreation and an evening celebra-
tion. 
Youth in attendance at the Tuesday evening celebration. 
Larry Martin, director of youth activities, organizes a skit during 
the Tuesday evening youth celebration. 
The Bike Hikers arrive at Conference after 20 days of biking from 
Kansas to California (watch for feature article). 
Getting ready to leave for Disneyland. 
The Lancaster Bible Quiz Team, winners of the General Con-
ference Bible Quiz finals (more coming in future issue). 
General Conference 
Is for Youth 
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from page eleven 
soon leaving his family to go on long 
journeys to other meetings of Friends 
up and down the colonies. Sometimes 
he suffered in silence when the Spirit 
did not give him utterance. 
His growing conviction that it is not 
God's will for a Christian to enjoy 
comforts provided by the labor of 
slaves brought him into many situa-
tions that were sensitive. As an over-
night guest in a fellow Quaker's home 
he sometimes would attempt to leave 
money for the slaves. Yet the Spirit 
kept him sensitive and tender, con-
victing him when "sharpness" crept 
into his voice. John Woolman is a 
good Friend to get to know as we get 
into the area of helping to pastor each 
other. 
On one occasion, on the Carolina 
border, two Christian brothers were 
riding the hundred miles home 
through the woods on different trails. 
The whole way home they could not 
get "out of their minds" the impact of 
the truth which John Woolman had 
shared with them under the discipline 
of the Spirit. 
My prayer is that it may be so when 
we leave this General Conference. To 
ponder all the way home what God 
really wants us to do, both individ-
ually and corporately about our 
affluence, about our ability to share, 
and our obligation to work for God's 
kind of justice for the poor could make 
this trip to California worthwhile. 
Let's agree with Jesus that the gospel 
is really for the poor. Let's also dis-
cover that the gospel, with all of its im-
plications, is also for the rich — and 
that is certainly GOOD NEWS for the 
poor. 
T H E P U R E IN H E A R T 
from page nine 
rather it was an imparted purity, mak-
ing us partakers of the Divine Nature 
(II Peter 1:4). It is evident they be-
lieved that in the full atonement of 
Christ on Calvary provision had been 
made for the cleansing of the sinful 
heart. 
Then there is Phoebe Palmer, in the 
third stanza of her song, "The Crim-
son Wave" — "I rise to walk in 
heaven's light, Above the world and 
sin; With heart made pure and gar-
ments white, and Christ enthroned 
within." 
It seems then to be summed up like 
this. The Scriptures speak to the im-
perative need of the pure heart. The 
atonement makes provision for it. The 
heart of mankind with all of its 
egocentricity and evil propensities re-
quires it if clean and victorious living 
is to be achieved. Then the good news 
of the provision and the cleansing pro-
vided by the cleansing blood of the 
Lord Jesus and the purifying by the 
Holy Ghost dare not become a lost 
chord in our ministry and teaching. 
While psychological counseling is very 
important, it is limited in achieving the 
desired end if the heart is not made 
clean. "They that are Christ's have 
crucified the flesh with the affections 
and lusts" (Galatians 5:24). 
Experience does not become our 
guide in interpreting Scripture. But 
nevertheless, thousands of Christians 
have found the answer to their de-
feated and frustrated lives and en-
joyed lasting and enduring victory as 
they have come face to face with their 
own sinful heart and then have been 
willing to let the Holy Spirit search 
and reveal the depth of their unclean-
ness. Then face up to the "pain of 
spiritual circumcision" — the pain 
depending on the resistance — and 
come through by God's grace with a 
heart made pure and garments white, 
and Christ enthroned within. 
"Blessed are the pure in heart; for 
they shall see God." 
Church News 
NIAGARA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 
Inauguration Planned 
The Induction of Rev. Harvey Sider, 
P r e s i d e n t , a n d D r . R o g e r G r a n t , 
Academic Dean, on September 19 at 3:00 
p.m. will inaugurate a change in the ad-
ministrative structure of N C C . 
Harvey Sider, a teacher for eight years 
(1949-1957) also pastored the Brethren in 
Christ Churches in Toronto and Stayner. 
He with his family served in India from 
1962-74, the last nine years as mission 
superintendent. Roger Grant taught at 
Messiah College from 1968-75. During his 
last year there, he was chairman of the 
Depar tment of Biology and Chemistry. 
Jesse Sider Honored 
N i a g a r a Chr i s t ian Col lege held its 
graduation program on June 11, 1976, in 
the college auditorium. A capacity audi-
ence was on hand to witness the grades 12 
and 13 classes receive their diplomas and 
various other awards. A total of 64 stu-
dents were honored with Tim Fretz (Falls 
View congregation) being chosen to rep-
resent Grade 12 and Samuel Hui, Grade 13 
as Salutatorians. Kathy Fretz (also from 
Falls View) brought the Valedictory Ad-
dress. The charge to the graduates was 
delivered by Dr. A. Matheson, Dean of 
Ontario Theological Seminary. Following 
the ceremonies the graduates received their 
families and friends in the dining hall 
where refreshments were served. Kathy 
Fretz is pictured addressing the gradua-
tion audience. 
In conjunction with the graduation cere-
monies, the N C C Board of Trus tees 
honored two members of the Administra-
tion who were leaving the employ of the 
college. Mr . Stuart Cooke, who had served 
as principal for five of his six years with 
N C C , was presented with a citation in 
recognition of his faithful service. Both he 
and Mrs. Cooke received personal gifts as 
a memento of their involvement with the 
school. 
Mr . Jesse Sider, whose official designa-
tion was business manager, but whose deep 
interest and native abilities led him into 
involvement at all levels of operations, also 
was presented with a citation and gift. Be-
cause of Mr . Sider's long and intimate 
association with the school, the Board also 
announced the establishment of the Jesse 
R. Sider Student Aid Endowment Fund as 
a perpetual recognition of his outstanding 
service. The graduation audience was in-
vited to participate in the growth of this 
14 Evangelical Visitor 
fund which at the time of announcement 
exceeded $4,000. This invitation is ex-
tended to Mr . Sider 's many friends and 
associates across the brotherhood. Gif ts 
f rom Canadian sources may be forwarded 
directly to Niagara Christian College; 
those from the U.S. churches should be 
channeled through the Jacob Engle Foun-
dation. 
Mr . Sider, whose resignation as busi-
ness manager does not affect his role as a 
member of the Board of Trustees, is shown 
receiving his recognition from Wayne 
Schiedel, Secretary of the denomination's 
Board for Schools and Colleges and a 
member of the N C C Board of Trustees. 
MESSIAH COLLEGE 
Calendar of Events 
S o c c e r G a m e — M e s s i a h - U p l a n d 
Alumni vs. Messiah College: Saturday, 
September 25 at 2:00 p.m. 
Parents Day: Saturday, October 2. 
Homecoming: October 16 and 17. 
MESSIAH HOME 
Open House-Chicken Bar-B-Que 
The Third Annual Chicken Bar-B-Que, 
sponsored by the Mess iah H o m e is 
scheduled for Saturday, August 28, at the 
Home , 2001 Paxton Street, Harrisburg. 
There will be a craft display, open 
house, benefit auction, and bake sale. 
The Open House begins at 2:00 p.m. 
Auct ion, Cra f t Sale, and Bake Sale — 
2:30-5:30 p.m. 
Chicken Bar-B-Que—5:00-6:30 
The proceeds of these events go towards 
the ministry of the Home. 
CONFERENCES 
Allegheny 
The goal of the Antrim Vacation Bible 
School of $350 was surpassed by more 
than $750, making it possible to repair a 
storm damaged church roof in India and to 
purchase a motorcycle for one of the native 
pastors. The Bible school was held on June 
14-18. Superintendents were Mrs . Connie 
Keller and Mrs . E m m a R. Mellinger. The 
pastor is Rev. Wilbur Benner. 
The Green Grove congregation held a 
farewell fellowship dinner on Saturday, 
June 19, for their pastor, Rev. Robert 
Shanklin and family. Rev. Wesley C. 
Smeal has assumed pastoral duties at 
Green Grove. 
T h e Martinsburg congregation has 
recently completed several improvements 
in the church. Drapery and carpeting were 
purchased for the sanctuary; a new roof for 
the church; and Sunday school rooms were 
paneled. Rev. Robert Keller is the pastor. 
Millard Steckbeck presents a plaque on behalf of 
the Mechanicsburg congregation to Rev. E. H . 
Wenger in recognition of his many years of 
service to the church. His son, Earl, partially hid-
den by the microphone, was present for the occa-
sion. 
T h e M e c h a n i c s b u r g c o n g r e g a t i o n 
honored their Senior Citizens on Sunday, 
June 6, with special recognition given in 
the morning worship service to those with 
the longest continuous membership. They 
were: Dessa Potteiger, 64 years; Elsie 
Simmons, 61 years; and Emma Potteiger 
and Dorothy Hess, 60 years. Certificates 
were also presented to forty-five senior citi-
zens. Brother E. H. Wenger was honored 
with a "This is Your Life" program in the 
evening service. An informal tea was held 
following a meditation by Bishop Henry 
A. Ginder. The pastor is Rev. Charles R. 
Burgard. 
Atlantic 
Mr. and Mrs. Jacob H. Shenk, M t . Joy, 
Pa., celebrated their 50th wedding anni-
versary with a family dinner at the 
Meadow Hills Dining Hall and a drop-in 
party held at the Mt . Pleasant Brethren in 
Christ Church. The couple's children: Mrs . 
Esther Ruhl, Earl R., Mrs . Ruth Wenger, 
Rev. Jacob R., Mrs . Elizabeth Ritchey, 
and Mrs. Arlene Horst , hosted the dinner 
and surprise party. The Shenks were 
married on June 24, 1926. 
Deacon John Musser, Mechanicsburg congre-
gation, presented to (left to right) Dorothy Hess , 
Dessa Potteiger, and Emma Potteiger planters in 
recognition of longest continuous membership. 
The Lancaster congregation held a 
special p rog ram, " T h e Church Tr i -
umphant , " on Sunday evening, July 11. 
The program consisted of a collection of 
d r ama t i c readings , poetry and music 
describing the revival movements in the 
United States. The pastor is Rev. Eber B. 
Dourte. 
The Shenks congregation held Vacation 
Bible School on June 14-18 and were able 
to send five boys and four girls to Spring 
Lake Retreat , N. Y., with offerings the 
children brought. A special offering was 
taken on June 27 for Christmas bundles 
with a total of $900.75 received. The 
pastor is Rev. Fred L. Geib. 
RETREAT 60 + 
For Men and Women 60 and Over 
at Camp Hebron, Halifax, Pa. 
Retreat Sessions: 
September 27-October 1, 1976 
October 4-8, 1976 
October 25-29, 1976 
The Retreat is a 5 day experience 
of fellowship, rest, arts and craf ts , 
meditations and vespers, field trips, 
recreation, rides, and inspiration. 
Most activity will occur in the Sylan 
View Retreat Center which offers 
modern motel style accommoda-
tions. This includes dining room, 
bath in each bedroom, lounge and 
recreat ion center . A c c o m m o d a -
tions make it possible to welcome 
individuals with handicaps or wheel 
chairs. The total registration fee is 
$55.00 and includes all meals, lodg-
ing and most activities. 
Retreat 6 0 + is jointly sponsored 
by the following Brethren in Christ 
Church agencies: The Allegheny 
Conference Commission on Home, 
the Social Services Messiah Home, 
and the Atlantic Conference Board 
of Christian Education and Camp-
ing Commission. 
For more information contact: 
Social Services, Messiah Home, 
2001 Paxton Street, Harrisburg, Pa. 
17111 (717) 232-7836. 
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This j s General Conference 
i-
